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Grand Knight’s Article: 
 

Hope everyone and your families 
had a blessed Christmas.  

The Knights of Columbus 
Christmas party in early December 
went well and we enjoyed hosting 
the event this year. The exchange of 
ornaments provided an opportunity 
for some hilarity with people swiping 
a previously opened gift from some-
one else. Such mischief! The party 
will serve as our social meeting this 
month, thus there is no meeting on 
the 28th, the fourth Thursday.  

Decorating the Church went well, 
and thanks to all who volunteered to 
help John with that effort. Along with 
John Rulison, who organized the 
Knights effort, there were Rich Stret-
ton, Chris Jones, Hank Heim, Mike 
Gogoel, Bob Strzelecki, and Bill 
Ossenfort. Thank you to each. The 
Church looked great!  

The undoing of their efforts will 
occur Jan 7th, so we need about the 
same numbers again to ensure this 
effort goes well. If you can help, 
please let John know. His e-mail ad-
dress is:  
john.rulison@ravenservices.us .  

Supreme Knight Carl Anderson 
has expressed his thanks to all who 
participated in the world wide spiri-

tual pilgrimage of prayer for the pope 
during his recent journey to Turkey. 

VIVAT JESUS! 

Skip Coffman 

Grand Knight 

St Clare of Assisi Council #12963 

 

Some Food For Thought: Christ-
mas past and present in the 
Church 

The Advent-Christmas season is 
upon us, that joyful time of year 
when we celebrate the birth of our 
Lord Jesus Christ.  

Have you ever wondered how 
Christmas came to be part of the an-
nual Christian calendar? Here’s the 
fascinating story, which we begin 
with a surprising observation. Neither 
Jesus nor the apostles commanded 
or even suggested that the church 
should have a Christmas festival—
and no evidence of such a celebra-
tion is in the New Testament.  

In the church of the second cen-
tury, we see evidence of an annual 
celebration of Jesus’ resurrection in 
the spring (our Easter), but no cele-
bration of his birth. (It’s possible that 
the roots of the resurrection celebra-
tion go back to the apostolic church).  

The church also added Pente-
cost and Epiphany to its yearly wor-
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ship calendar in the second century. 
Epiphany, on Jan. 6, celebrated not 
the birth of Christ, but the manifesta-
tion of his divine sonship, his king-
ship and his divine power as dis-
played in his baptism, the visit of the 
Magi, and his miracle at the wedding 
feast in Cana. Pentecost commemo-
rated the coming of the Holy Spirit.  

Epiphany was the church’s earli-
est annual celebration in connection 
with the Incarnation of Jesus. How-
ever, it was not until the fourth cen-
tury that we have clear evidence of 
the birth of Jesus being celebrated 
on Dec. 25.  

Why Dec. 25?  

One theory for the origin of 
Christmas is that it was intended to 
compete with or supplant the pagan 
celebration of the sun-god on that 
date. According to this hypothesis, 
accepted by most scholars today, 
the birth of Jesus was given near the 
date of the winter solstice. On this 
day, as the sun began its return to 
the northern skies, the pagan devo-
tees of Mithra celebrated the birth-
day of the invincible sun. The cult 
was particularly strong at Rome 
when Christmas celebration arose.  

The idea is that the church tried 
to counteract this pagan worship with 
its own celebration of Jesus’ birth. 
That makes good sense, since the 
church was, in effect, providing its 
members with a Christian worship 
and fellowship opportunity while the 
pagans were cavorting and doing 
homage to their gods. It was also an 
opportunity for the church to preach 
the true gospel. If this reasoning is 

correct, what Christians did, then, 
was to redeem in Christ an under-
standing that he (not a pagan sun 
god) was the true Son and Sun of 
Righteousness (Malachi 4:2)—the 
true light that lights our path with his 
grace (John 8:12). 

Another idea as to why Christ-
mas celebration began and ex-
panded throughout the church has to 
do with its need to combat a then 
rampant heresy about Christ’s Per-
son. The council of Nicea in 325 had 
condemned Arianism, which claimed 
that Jesus Christ was only an ex-
alted creature and not true God of 
true God.  

It was not long afterward that the 
Christmas festival first appeared in 
Rome, and then spread to the 
churches in other parts of the Roman 
Empire. In this view, the controver-
sies of the fourth century about the 
incarnation and person of Christ im-
pelled the church to create a festival 
that would celebrate the mystery of 
God becoming man, as a kind of 
teaching tool for the church. 

Birthday of Jesus? 

Why wasn’t Jesus’ birthday 
celebrated earlier than the fourth 
century? One reason might be that 
neither the day nor month of Jesus’ 
birth is given in the Gospels or any 
other early Christian writings—and 
cannot be determined with any cer-
tainty. Despite this, it seems to have 
been the opinion of some church 
leaders in the first four centuries that 
Christ was actually born on Dec. 25.  
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Theologian 
John Chry-
sostom (347-
407) appealed, 
in support of 
this view, to the 
date of the reg-
istration under 
Quirinus 
(Cyrenius). He 
apparently be-
lieved that the 
census and tax records of Jesus’ 
family were preserved in the Roman 
archives. Justin Martyr 
(100-165), in his noted 
Apology, stated that Jesus 
was born at Bethlehem, 
saying such can be ascer-
tained "from the registers 
of the taxing" (Apology I, 
34).  

Tertulian (160-250), 
spoke of "the census of 
Augustus—that most faithful witness 
of the Lord’s nativity, kept in the ar-
chives of Rome" (Against Marcion, 
Book 4, 7). The early church father, 
Hippolytus (180-236), came up with 
a Dec. 25 date, which he attempted 
to calculate from information in the 
Gospel of Luke regarding the minis-
try of the priest Zechariah, John the 
Baptist’s father (Luke 1:5, 8-10). 

Whatever the facts might be 
about the date of Jesus’ birth, it is 
clear that the church sensed the 
need to have a festival that com-
memorated the birth of our Savior. In 
the words of the church historian 
Philip Schaff, it was inevitable that 
the church would have "sooner or 
later called into existence a festival 
which forms the groundwork of all 
other annual festivals in honor of 
Christ" (History of the Christian 

Church, volume 3, "Nicene and Post-
Nicene Christianity," page 395). 
Schaff points to Chrysostom’s ob-
servation that without the birth of 
Christ there would be no salvation 
history in Christ—no baptism, pas-
sion, resurrection, ascension or out-
pouring of the Holy Spirit. Hence, 
there would be no celebration of 
Epiphany, of Easter or of Pentecost."  

However meaningful Christian 
worship was during the Christmas 
season, we must also acknowledge 

that Christmas was often cele-
brated with the same sensual 
excesses as some pagan feasts 
had been among the general 
populace. Truly, at times in the 
history of the church, it was 
needful to put Christ back into 
Christmas. 

Puritans in Britain and Amer-
ica 

"Puritans" was the name 
given in the 16th century to a group 
of Protestants that arose from within 
the Church of England. As part of 
their broad-based reform agenda, 
they demanded that the church 
should be purified of any liturgy, 
ceremony or practices that were not 
found in the Bi-
ble.  

Since the 
Christmas cele-
bration was not 
mentioned in 
Scripture, the Pu-
ritans concluded 
that it must be 
stopped. When 
the group came to political power in 
England under Oliver Cromwell 
(1599-1658), they immediately pro-
ceeded to outlaw Christmas. Crom-
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well and the Puritans even banned 
special church services, not just on 
Christmas but also on Easter and 
Pentecost. Christmas Day was a 
regular work day and shops re-
mained open. Parliament was to sit 
as it usually did. Criers were some-
times sent through the streets, 
shouting, "No Christmas today, no 
Christmas today." 

The year 1642 saw the first ordi-
nance issued forbidding church ser-
vices and civic festivities on Christ-
mas day. These were issued regu-
larly in the ensuing years. On June 
8, 1645, the Puritan-dominated Par-
liament abolished the observance of 
Christmas, Easter, Whitsuntide and 
the Saints’ days.  In 1660, things 
changed. The Monarchy was re-
established, and the Puritan clergy 
were expelled from the Church of 
England. Many Puritans migrated to 
New England in America, beginning 
in the second decade of the 17th 
century. 

In Puritan New England, Christ-
mas was a regular workday, and any 
violation of this was punishable by 
fine or dismissal. In 1659, the Mas-
sachusetts Puritans declared the ob-
servation of Christmas to be a crimi-
nal offense. Offenders had to pay 
five shillings as a fine. In Massachu-
setts, Dec. 25 did not become a legal 
holiday until 1856. It is hard to real-
ize now that worship on Christmas 
was outlawed in New England until 
the second half of the 19th century. 

Twelve Days of Christmas and 
Advent 

"The Twelve Days of Christmas" 
is more than a secular, traditional 
Christmas song. At one time it was 
common for Christmas worship and 

celebration to last 12 days, from 
Dec. 25 until Jan. 5, the beginning of 
Epiphany. This tradition has virtually 
disappeared.  

Today, the season of Advent be-
gins the yearly worship or liturgical 
calendar. Advent is celebrated on 
the four Sundays preceding Christ-
mas. It is devoted to the commemo-
ration of the coming of our Lord in 
the flesh as well as to his return at 
the final judgment. That’s why they 
are called Advent Sundays, since 
advent means the coming or arrival, 
especially of something extremely 
important. (What event could be 
more important than the coming of 
the Son of God in human flesh—and 
then his coming again as King of 
kings and Lord of lords!)  

Lawrence Stookey, in his book 
Calendar: Christ’s Time for the 
Church, explains it this way: "The 
primary focus of Advent is on what is 
popularly called ‘the second coming.’ 
Thus advent concerns the future of 
the Risen One, who will judge wick-
edness and prevail over every evil. 
Advent is the celebration of the 
promise that Christ will bring an end 
to all that is contrary to the ways of 
God; the resurrection of Jesus is the 
first sign of this destruction of the 
powers of death…. The beginning of 
the liturgical year takes our thinking 
to the very end of things" (pages 
121-122). 

Meaning of Christmas 

For the church, the entire Chris-
tian year centers on the person and 
work of Jesus Christ. Christians do 
not "celebrate" or "keep" days as 
though holy in themselves, but rather 
worship Christ and recall the great 
events of our salvation, using those 
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special times as opportunities for 
worship.  

The purpose of the annual wor-
ship year is to keep our minds fo-
cused on the story of salvation and 
to worship Jesus Christ in a way that 
ministers to his glory. Specifically, 
Christmas, Advent and Epiphany 
were meant as vehicles to celebrate 
Jesus Christ. 

The yearly Christian festivals 
remind us of the leading events of 
the gospel history, and beckon us to 
participate in worship of Christ. In the 
words of Philip Schaff: "The church 
year is, so to speak, a chronological 
confession of faith; a moving pano-
rama of the great events of salvation; 
a dramatic exhibition of the gospel 
for the Christian people" (History of 
the Christian Church, volume III, 
pages 387). 

May you have a blessed and 
joyous Christmas!  

Paul Kroll 

Editor's Note:  Skip Coffman sub-
mitted this article.  

Insurance Agent's Article: 
You Can Make It a Wonderful Life  

It is hard to believe, the holiday 
season is here.  Knights and families 
throughout our area are getting 
ready for Advent and preparations 
for Christmas.  

A popular movie, shown o ften 
this time of year, is It's a Wonderful 
Life. In the movie the lead character, 
in a moment of desperation, pro-
claims that "it would have been bet-
ter if I had never been born."  His 
"guardian angel" then gives him the 
opportunity to see how much diffe r-

ent the lives of his friends and family 
would have been had he, in fact, 
never been born.  

None of us will have that oppor-
tunity.  But, like George Bailey, we 
do have a positive impact on the 
lives of our friends, our families, and 
those in our communities.  We do 
this through our membership in the 
Knights of Columbus, by volunteer-
ing in our Churches and communi-
ties and, not insignificantly, by mak-
ing sure we have enough life insur-
ance.   

Life insurance will allow your 
family to remain in their home, and 
maintain their lifestyle, if something 
should happen to you.  It will guaran-
tee a college education for your chil-
dren, or even your grandchildren.  It 
will ensure a comfortable retirement 
for you and your wife.  It can even 
help your favorite charity to continue 
its humanitarian work.  

No doubt about it -- being an in-
sured member of the Knights of Co-
lumbus helps make this a "wonderful 
life."  

Merry Christmas to you and your 
families and may God's eternal 
blessings be with you this Christmas 
Season!   

Vivat Jesus!   

Jim Bertine, FIC LUTCF CLTC 
MDRT  
Knights of Columbus  

Field Agent  

PO BOX 6041  

Arlington VA 22206-0041  

Business: (888) 627-1418 Ext. 80  

Fax: (703) 845-0023  

E-mail: james.bertine@kofc.org  

Web: www.kofcinsurance-nva.org  
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Fraternal Year 2006-2007 
Officers: 

Grand Knight Skip Coffman 

DGK John Weldon 

Chancellor Rich Stretton 

Warden John Rulison 

Recorder KC Cavallaro 

Treasurer Bill Ossenfort 

Advocate  Raul Al-Meida 

Inside Guard Chris Grecek 

Outside Guard Robert Strzelecki 

Trustee-3 Year Jason Seiler 

Trustee-2 Year Richard Nadolski 

Trustee-1 Year Michael Dash 

Financial Secy  Brian Turner 

Lecturer TBA 

 

Delegates: 

G K Delegate  Skip Coffman 

Alt GK Delegate  John Weldon 

PGK Delegate  Jason Seiler 

Alt PGK  John Rulison 

 

Committee Chairmen: 

To Be Announced 

 

From The Editor:  The editor will 
gladly accept articles for the newslet-
ter. Just send them to 
(MEDSR@Cox.Net) anytime, but 
preferably during the first half of 
each month for inclusion in that 
month's newsletter.  
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January 2007 Calendar 

 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 1 

New 
Year's Day 

2 3 4 5 

First 
Friday 
Services 

6 

7 8 9 10 11 

7:00 PM: 
Knights' 
Recitation 
of the Ro-
sary. 
7:30 PM: 
K of C 
Meeting.  

12 13 

14 15 

Martin Lu-
ther King 
Holiday 

16 17 18 19 20 

21 22 23 24 25 

7:00 PM: 
Knights' 
Recitation 
of the Ro-
sary. 7:30 
PM. K of C 
Meeting. 

26 27 

28 29 30 31 

 

 

 

   

 


