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Grand Knight’s Article:  

By the time you read this, the two-
mile Henderson road section in front 
of St Clare that we keep clean in 
concert with the VDOT road cleanup 
program will once again be spic and 
span.  

The celebration of Columbus Day at 
the Columbus memorial was well at-
tended this year, and I am enclosing 
items from the program that may be 
of interest to you as a Knight.  

The first was the opening item in the 
program for this year’s event, and 
the essay that follows was the win-
ning essay in a contest established 
for the purpose of being presented at 
the Celebration this year. The young 
lady who won was born and raised, 
until recently, in Alexandria, Virginia, 
and now resides with her parents in 
Texas. I think you will agree that her 
writing is impressive, and you can 
rest assured that she is equally ar-
ticulate orally as was demonstrated 
when she presented the essay to 
those gathered.  

The Fourth Degree Exemplification 
class this year for Virginia will be a 
large one, perhaps high 600s or low 
700s, and plans for the event are 
moving along quickly. Acts of the 
Apostles, the local Assembly that St 
Clare Council supports, will be shar-
ing a hospitality suite with five other 

local Assemblies. St Clare of Assisi 
Council will have two candidates in-
volved, Brian Turner, and Russ 
Bogacki, and there will be a support-
ing cast of fourteen more Council 
and family members who will attend 
the Exemplification banquet in honor 
of these two Worthy Knights. The 
Exemplification and banquet is Oc-
tober 28, at the Fairview Marriott Ho-
tel in Fairfax.  

And finally, a reminder that there is a 
Knight sponsored party, open to the 
entire Parish, October 29th at the 
Caylor home, which we hope you 
can attend. Please RSVP to me at 
703-631-9405 or e-mail me at 
gk@kofc-12963.org. 

 

VIVAT JESUS! 

Skip Coffman 

Grand Knight 

St Clare of Assisi Council #12963 
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Insurance Agent's Corner: 
The Ring of Truth  
 

We all know the old adage: The 
grass seems greener on the other 
side of the fence.  When it comes to 
replacing your existing Knights of 
Columbus life insurance with cover-
age offered by another company, the 
adage holds true. Perceptions are 
deceiving.  A move to the other side 
of the fence might seem like a good 
one, but it can leave you with less 
green in your wallet -- in some 
cases, a lot less.  That's why it pays 
to remember another old saying: 
Read the fine print.  

There are many reasons to keep 
your existing coverage in force, 
whether that coverage is with the 
Knights of Columbus or with another 
company. I'll focus on the potential 
pitfalls of replacing coverage here -- 
pitfalls that an agent trying to con-
vince you that grass actually is 
greener might neglect to mention.  
 
First, all life insurance contracts con-
tain a contestability period, which al-
lows the insurer to contest claims 
made for a period, typically two 
years, after the contract is issued.  
Chances are, this is no longer an is-
sue with your current coverage.  
  
Second, it's unlikely that you can ob-
tain the same amount of coverage, 
for the same premium, that you were 
able to obtain with your existing con-
tract.  
 
The two factors that determine how 
much you'll need to pay for life insur-
ance coverage are age and health.  

Certainly, you're older now than you 
were when you took out your current 
coverage.  There's no way around 
that one.  And you have to ask your-
self, has your health changed during 
that time?  Is your blood pressure 
the same?  Your cholesterol?  Have 
you gained weight?  All these factors 
affect the amount of coverage you'll 
get for your premium dollar.  
 
If someone encourages you to re-
place your existing coverage, seek 
the advice of someone you can trust 
-- me, your professional Knights of 
Columbus agent.  I'll show you how 
your existing coverage is working for  
you and why replacement is not in 
your best interest, whether it is a pol-
icy issued by the Order or another 
company.  
 
Vivat Jesus, 
 
Jim Bertine, FIC LUTCF CLTC 
MDRT  
Knights of Columbus  
Field Agent  
PO BOX 6041  
Arlington VA 22206-0041  
  
Business: (888) 627-1418 Ext. 80  
Fax: (703) 845-0023  
E-mail: james.bertine@kofc.org  
Web: www.kofcinsurance-nva.org 
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VIRGINIA MARRIAGE 
PROTECTION AMENDMENT  
 

There will be an amendment to the 
Virginia State Constitution on the 
election ballot in November that, if 
adopted, will outlaw same-sex mar-
riage and civil unions in Virginia.  
The Knights of Columbus of Virginia 
have collected a number of educa-
tional materials from the National 
Council of Catholic Bishops, and 
other sources, that explain the 
Church’s position on the issue of 
same-sex marriage, as well as the 
consequences associated with its 
legal recognition.  

 
These materials are posted on a link 
appearing at the bottom of the home 
page of the Knights’ web site 
(www.state.kofcva.org), under the 
heading “Virginia Marriage Protec-
tion Amendment Materials. ”  The 
Knights of Columbus of Virginia urge 
all brother knights to read these ma-
terials prior to the November elec-
tion.  

 

Council Officers  
Fraternal Year 2006-2007: 
Grand Knight Skip Coffman 
Dep Grand Knight John Weldon 
Chancellor Rich Stretton 
Warden John Rulison 
Recorder Anthony Cavallaro 
Treasurer Bill Ossenfort 
Advocate  Raul Al-Meida 
Inside Guard Chris Grecek 
Outside Guard  Robert Strzelecki 
Trustee-3 Year  Jason Seiler 
Trustee-2 Year  Richard Nadolski 
Trustee-1 Year  Michael Dash 

Financial Secy  Brian Turner 
Lecturer TBA by GK 
G K Delegate  Skip Coffman 
Alt GK Delegate  John Weldon 
PGK Delegate  Jason Seiler 
Alt PGK Delegate John Weldon 
 
Committee Chairmen 
Fraternal Year 2006-2007: 
To Be Announced 
 
From The Editor: 
 
*Important Notice: 
Our Deputy Grand Knight, John 
Weldon, has announced that he 
must step down from that position. 
The trustees, working with the Grand 
Knight, will shortly be announcing 
the procedures the Council will follow 
to select a Deputy Grand knight to 
succeed John for the remainder of 
this fraternal year. 
Any knight who is potentially inter-
ested in serving in this important po-
sition is encouraged to inform any of 
the trustees or the Grand Knight 
concerning your interest.  

 
*Submission of Articles: 
The editor will gladly accept articles 
for the newsletter. Just send them to 
me (MEDSR@Cox.Net) anytime, but 
preferably during the first half of 
each month for inclusion in that 
month's newsletter.  

 
*Annual Membership Blitz: 
A brother Knight will make a brief 
membership pitch at each of this 
weekend's Masses. Brother Knights 
are asked to wear your membership 
badge to whichever Mass you attend 
in order to provide some advertising.  
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*Mark your Calendars! 
As the Grand Knight mentioned in 
his article, Pete and Colleen Caylor 
have graciously offered to host a 
men-provided dinner in their home 
on October 29th. Further details re-
garding time, dri ving directions, etc., 
will be forthcoming as we draw 
closer to the date, but plan now to 
attend what will assuredly be a fun-
filled evening. And please, brother 
knights, take a moment to RSVP to 
Skip; that will really help the folks 
who are coordinating this event. 
Thank you.  
 

*Columbus Day –related articles:  
After the monthly calendar are two 
articles about recent Columbus Day 
activities held in the local area. En-
joy! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Monthly Calendar of Events 
October 2006 

 
Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri Sat Sun 

      1 
 

2 3 4 5 6 
First Friday 

7 
 
 

8 

9 10 11 12 
7:30 PM; 
Council 
Meeting; 
Rosary 
Recitation 
at 7:00 PM 

13 13 14 
8:00 AM; 
Semi-
Annual 
Road 
Cleanup of 
Henderson 
Road 

16 17 18 19 20 21 
The Coun-
cil's Annual 
Member-
ship Blitz 
@ Each 
Mass 

22 
The Coun-
cil's Annual 
Member-
ship Blitz 
@ Each 
Mass 

23 24 25 26 
7:30 PM; 
Council 
Meeting; 
Rosary 
Recitation 
at 7:00 PM 

27 28 
4th Degree 
Exemplifi-
cation 

29 
Men-
provided 
Dinner @ 
the Caylors' 

30 
 

31 
 

     

 




